Finland: ELP research & development work 

in progress:

1st Stage:  ELP pilot project (1998-2001)

2nd Stage: ELP Implementation (2001-2004): to develop national knowledge base at 6 universities in charge of pre-service TE

· CEF integrated with the new national framework curricula (grades 6, 9, 12)

· 3rd Stage: Developing the ELP as part of FL education: networking of teacher educators for (a) local/ regional ELP dissemination, (b) bi-annual research seminars,  (c) post-graduate research and (d) publishing of findings
· emphasis of R & D work on intercultural communicative competence, integrated with:(a) Pedagogic function of the ELP: “ELP-oriented FL pedagogy”, beginning with students’ beliefs on their FL learning, working towards autonomy (b) FL teachers’ professional growth:
· beginning with teachers’ pedagogical beliefs and assumptions, working towards a new paradigm of FL education
